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SUBJECT: COMMODITY ISSUES AND COMMON FUND 
REF: (A) STATE 68014, (B) STATE 64158 

1 . ON 30 MARCH ECONOFF MET WITH NEWLY APPOINTED COMMISSIONER 
FOR FOREIGN TRADE, GILMAN RUTIHINDA, TO DISCUSS COMMON FUND 
AND RELATED ISSUES. ECONOFF PRESENTED US STATEMENT OF 10 MARCH 
AND DREW ON REF A GUIDANCE. RUTIHINDA SEEMED VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ON SUBJECT AND LAUDED USG'S WILLINGNESS TO AT LEAST CONSIDER 
PROPOSALS FOR COMMON FUNDING. 

2. WHILE DISAPPOINTED IN LACK OF RESULTS FROM GENEVA MEETING, HE 
EXPRESSED HOPE FOR PROGRESS IN VIEW CURRENT STATE OF BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING AND LESS CONFRONTATION ON BOTH SIDES. 

3. HE REITERATED TANGOV POSITIONS THAT CURRENT TRADE SYSTEM 
WORKS AGAINST INTERESTS OF DEVELOPING NATIONS AND THAT COMMODITY 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES MUST HAVE SOME CONTROL OVER PRICING. 
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4. RUTIHINDA SAID HE FAMILIAR WITH US POSITIONS ON TRADE ISSUES 
BECAUSE OF HIS EXPERIENCE WITH FAO IN ROME AND UNIDO AND 

HIS RECENT ASSIGNMENT IN LONDON WHERE HE PARTICIPATED IN COFFEE 
AND OTHER NEGOTIATIONS. HE ALSO SAID HE FINDS VERY HELPFUL THE 
VARIOUS REPRINTS ON THE SUBJECT DISTRIBUTED BY USIS. HE EXPRESSED 
WILLINGNESS TO WORK CLOSER ON COMMODITY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE 
TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 
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